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itself en permanence, sent representatives through
the departments, notified its accession to foreign
powers, gave orders to the ministers, insisted on
hearing the diplomatic correspondence, and caused
the name of the King to be omitted from the civil
oath. The King returned, but the Assembly did not
abdicate. It decreed that the King should be given
a guard, or in other words that he should be held
in strict captivity. And the King was suspended
from his functions. It was, as 290 deputies of the
right protested, " a republican Interim/'

The sudden interruption of a long-established
convention has an effect quite out of proportion to
its duration in time. France woke up to find itself
without a King and realised that the earth still revolved
in its accustomed orbit. A letter from Paris written
on June 24, 1791, says, " The wise measures taken by
the Assembly make even the poor people believe
that they can get on without a King, and everywhere
I found people saying, ' We have no need of a King :
the Assembly and its ministers are good enough for
us. Why should we have an executive power which
costs 25 millions when the work can be done for 2
or 3 ? ' " The extreme newspapers break out into
open professions of republican faith. " Louis XVI.
has broken his own crown," says the Patriote Frangais,
the organ of Brissot, "After such an act of perjury
the King cannot be made to harmonize with the
constitution." The Revolutions de Paris, the Annales
Patriotiques, the Bouche de Per pronounced against
monarchy. The Cordeliers petitioned the Assembly
to establish a Republic. About a fifth of the Jacobin
Club concurred. " No King, or a King with an elective
or removable Council, such in two words is my pro-